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Abstract- 

Claim 1. An water-based ink composition for a ballpoint pen comprising at least 
water and a colorant, characterized in that at least one kind of improving agent for 
drying property of drawn lines which is selected from butyl cellosolve and butyl 
carbitol is contained 0.1 to 2.5 % by weight relative to the total amount of the 
composition and in that a surface tension is 16 to 45 mN/m. 

Claim 2. The water-based ink composition for a ballpoint pen as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized by having a viscosity of 1 to 10 mPa 9 s (25°C) and a surface tension of 
35 to 45 mN/m. 

Claim 3. The water-based ink composition for a ballpoint pen as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized by having a viscosity of 100 to 4000 mPa * s (25°C) at a shear rate of 
3.84 s" 1 , a surface tension of 16 to 38 mN/m, and a pseudoplastic property. 

Claim 4. The water-based ink composition for a ballpoint pen as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 3, characterized by containing a pigment as the colorant in an amount of 
0.05 to 30% by weight relative to the total amount of the composition and further 
water soluble organic solvent of 5.0 to 40.0% by weight relative to the total amount 
of the composition, and by having pH of 7.0 to 10.0. 

Claim 5. A water-based ballpoint pen incorporating the water-based ink composition 
for a ballpoint pen as set forth in any of claims 1 to 4 and equipped with a ball tip 
whose ball diameter is exceeding 0.7 but no more than 1.5mm, wherein the amount 
of ink flow per unit area is 4,5 X 10 3 to 10.0 X 10 3 mg/mm 2 . 



[0013] 

Examples of the colorant used for the ink composition of the present invention may 
include a pigment or water-soluble dye. Type of the pigment is not particularly 
limited and the one arbitrarily selected from among inorganic or organic series 
pigment which has been commonly used for conventional water-based ink 
compositions may be used. Examples of the inorganic series pigment may include 
titanium oxide, carbon black, metal powders and the like. Examples of the organic 
series pigment also may include azo lake, an insoluble azo pigment, a chelate azo 
pigment, a phthalocyanine pigment, perylene and perynone pigments, an 
anthraquinone pigment, a quinacridone pigment, dye lake, a nitro pigment, a 
nitroso pigment, and the like. Specifically, phthalocyanine blue (C. I. 74.160), 
phthalocyanine green (C. I. 74260), Hansa yellow 3G (C. I. 11670), disazo yellow GR 
(C. L 21100), naphthol red (C, I. 12390), permanent red 4R (C. I. 12335), brilliant 
carmine 6B (C. I. 15850), quinacridone red (C. I. 46500) and the like may be 
exemplified. 

[0018] 

The colorant may be used alone or in combination of two or more types, respectively 
and its content may be usually set in 0.05 to 30% by weight relative to the total 
amount of the composition, preferably within the range of from 1 to 15% by weight. 
When the content of the colorant exceeds 30% by weight, pigments may be 
agglomerated in case of long-term storage and dye is separated out to be clogged at 
a pen tip, thereby causing writing defects, On the other hand, when the content is 
less than 0.05% by weight, coloring is weaken, resulting that color phase at the time 
of writing on paper is not recognizable. In the ink composition of the present 
invention, particularly when a pigment is used as the colorant, it is preferable that 
the content of the pigment is set in 0,05 to 30% by weight relative to the total 
amount of the composition, mixing water-soluble organic solvent in the amount of 5 
to 40% by weight as a humectant in order to prevent the pen tip from being dry, and 
pH of the ink is adjusted to 7 to 10. 

[0023] 

Water soluble polymer used as a dispersing agent acts as a binder and it is 
pereferably used in the present invention for the characteristic capable of improving 
dispersion stability of the pigment in pigment ink, and polyacrylic acid, acrylic acid 
copolymer, maleic resin and the like may be exemplified. More specifically, the one 



pereferably used in the present invention for the characteristic capable of improving 
dispersion stability of the pigment in pigment ink, and polyacrylic acid, acrylic acid 
copolymer, maleic resin and the like may be exemplified. More specifically, the one 
rendered water-soluble by making resins such as acrylic resin, styrene acrylate 
resin, styrene maleic resin and the like in the salt form may be included, and 
examples of alkali metal which is formed by the above salt may include sodium, 
kalium and the like. Furthermore, examples of amine may include the first to 
third amine of aliphatic series of mono-, di-, or trrniethylamine and the like, and 
alcohol amine such as mono", di-, or trr propane! amine, methylethanolamine, 
methyipropanolamine, dimethylethanolamine and the like, and as others, ammonia, 
morpholine, N-methylpholine and the like may be included. 

[0024] 

When a dispersing agent is used, it is preferable that the content is 0.1 to 10% by 
weight relative to the total amount of the composition. 

[0037] 

The water-based ink composition of the present invention whose ink viscosity is 
around 1 to 10 mPa-s is preferably used for a wadding type ballpoint pen, a direct 
liquid type ballpoint pen with an ink directy stored inside the ballpoint pen, and the 
like. In addition, the composition whose ink viscosity is around 100 to 4000 mPa-s 
at the shear velosity of 3.84 s 1 is preferably used mainly for a direct liquid stored 
type ballpoint pen. Here, the wadding type ballpoint pen refers to the ballpoint 
pen that is composed of a barrel containing the wadding occluded with said ink of 
the present invention, a relay core comprising fiber boundies connected to the 
wadding, a pen tip comprising a ball and a tip holder, and the like. There are also 
two types of direct liquid type ballpoint pens, a "direct liquid straight-run type" and 
a "direct liquid stored type". The "direct liquid straight-run type" is composed of 
an ink tank having an ink directly stored, an ink reserving member (collector) for 
temporary storage in order to avoid leaking the ink extruded from the ink tank out 
of a pen tip and vents if air inside the ink tank is swollen by increase of temperature 
and the like, a pen tip comprising a ball and a tip holder and the like, and the 
"direct liquid stored type" 

is composed of a tube with an ink directly stored, a pen tip comprising a ball and a 
tip holder and the like. 



followed by dispersing in a sand mill for five hours, further removing coarce 
particles by a centrifugal separator. 



<Coxnponent> <Content : % by weight> 

Pigment- Carbon black 8,0 

(carbon black MA100 made by the Mitsubishi Kasei Industries Corporation) 

Solvent* glycerin 5.0 

Solvent- propylene glycol 6.0 

Solvent" diethylene glycol 6,0 

Dispersing agents styrene acrylic acid resin ammonium salt 3.0 

Lubricant* nonionic surfactant 0. 1 
(SCOUROL 700 made by Kao Corporation) 

pH adjustor- aminomethyle propanol 0.2 

Antiseptics- l,2~benzisothiazolin-3- one 0.1 
(Proxel BDN made by Zeneca) 

Antirust agent- benzotriazole 0. 1 

Improving agent for drying drawn hues- butyl carbitol 2„0 

Purified water remnant 
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